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2014 Statewide Distributions
Grades 4 and 7 Expository Writing

Grade 4
Summed Scores

Grade 7
Summed Scores

1/1 = 2 17% 1/1 = 2 10%

1/2 = 3 14% 1/2 = 3 13%

2/2 = 4 38% 2/2 = 4 44%

2/3 = 5 15% 2/3 = 5 17%

3/3 = 6 11% 3/3 = 6 10%

3/4 = 7 3% 3/4 = 7 3%

4/4 = 8 1% 4/4 = 8 1%
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The Scoring Scale
The Distinctions Between Summed Scores

Very Limited
Very Limited to Basic                         Scores of
Basic 2, 3, 4

Basic
Basic to Satisfactory                         Scores of
Satisfactory                                           4, 5, 6

Satisfactory
Satisfactory to Accomplished           Scores of          
Accomplished                                        6, 7, 8
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The Scoring Continuum

2        3         4         5          6          7         8           

Weak Strong
Ineffective Effective
Vague/General Precise/Specific
Uncontrolled        PROGRESSION Well Controlled 

DEVELOPMENT
WORD CHOICE
SENTENCES
CONVENTIONS

Everything mitigated by developmental considerations! 
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2014 Grade 4 Expository Prompt

READ the information in the box below.

In the movie The Wizard of Oz, Dorothy 
says, “There’s no place like home.”

THINK about a place that is special to you.

WRITE about your favorite place to spend time. 
Describe the place and explain what makes it 
special.

5



Grade 4 Expository
The High End of a Very Limited Performance

“There’s no place like home. There’s no place like 
home. There’s no place like home.” says Dorothy 
from the Wizard of Oz. Well, you might think I’m 
taking her line. But, I’m not. There isn’t a place in 
the world like home to me. Home is all I got. I 
mean besides life and all that stuff. You might say 
“Home sweet Home.” But I whould say there’s no 
place like home sweet home. Family, and friends 
are important to me also. I just rather be at home 
with my family. Being at home with my family is 
everything to me, I chouldn’t ask for more.
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Grade 4 Expository
The Low End of a Basic Performance

Portaransas is a very special place to me cause 
that’s where my step family has our family reunion. 
And when we go me and my cousins go bike riding. 
And sometimes we play just dance on the wii.

Me and my family we spend most of our time at 
the texas aquarium. Guess what? We see all 
different kinds of animals like. Jellyfish, minos, 
sharks, dolphins, and krabs. Guess what? We got 
to see a dolphin show and I got to say that was 
pretty special to me.

And the most special thing to me is when my 
family is with me no matter what they do. And that 
why Portaransas is so special to me.
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Grade 4 Expository
The High End of a Basic Performance

The most exciting place I’ve ever been to is 
Disney World. I think it is the most interesting 
place you could ever imagine, because its where 
all of your dreams come true. It’s a magical place 
where you can dream, dream, and dream all you 
want. This is the place that is very speacil to me.

Disney World is in New Orlando, Florida where 
all the great things happen. Disney is a place you 
could never forget, and can remember for the rest 
of your life. Theres a fun train that takes you to 
different places around the park.

Disney is all about fun. You don’t have to worry
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Grade 4 Expository
The High End of a Basic Performance

about any work. Games, music, foods, and rides 
will keep you intertained. You get to take pictures 
with disneys characters.

Magic Kingdom and the Epcot are my two 
favorite parks. You get to walk through places 
that show you around the world, and there’s a 
huge ride that is a big globe and it shows you the 
present, past, and future.

Disney World is the place that is very special to 
me.
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Grade 4 Expository
The Low End of a Satisfactory Performance

My favorite place to spend time at is at a lake. A 
lot of people do a lot of different things at lakes, 
like swim, fish, or even ride boats. But my 
favoritite thing to do at a lake is fish.

My favorite lake is at Austin Park because there 
are lots of gargantuan fish there. My second 
favorite lake is Houston lake because it has lots 
of bass in the lake. My third favorite lake is Dallas
lake because it has millions of sun fish and 
bluegills in the lake.

When we’re on the lake, my dad and I wear life 
jackets. We ride in his canoe. It’s also fun to fish 
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Grade 4 Expository
The Low End of a Satisfactory Performance

in the boat. Fishing only gets boring if you don’t 
even get a nibble. If a lot of fish are attracted to 
your bait, it gets exiting. That’s why I also want to 
learn more about lakes so I could always find the 
perfect spot out beside the lake.

I will always remember why I like Austin parks 
lake. I hope someday I can go canoe on a wide 
open lake again. I always feel gleeful when I see a 
lake.
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Grade 4 Expository
The High End of a Satisfactory Performance

There are a lot of places to go to in Texas. There 
are places to see and some places to travel to. Well, 
the location that I enjoy going to is my grandfathers 
land in XX, Texas. The reason why I enjoy going to 
his land is because my Uncle bought a boat.

Me and my family hop on the boat maby every 
weekend. We ride in the boat up and down the river. 
But me and my family don’t relax when we ride the 
boat. What we do is we knee bord.

Every time we knee bord we eventuly fall into the 
light green, wide river. That part is the best in the 
west!
Sometimes after we knee bord we get to swim in
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Grade 4 Expository
The High End of a Satisfactory Performance

the middle of the green lake. I splash my brother a 
lot!

After we swim and relax in the middle of the lake 
we are ready for more action. Its time to get pulled 
on a toob by the boat. We jump on the shinny red 
boat and put on life jackets. After we put the jackets 
on I shout “I call going first.” Then I carfuly get on 
the pink toob and me and TJ ride it for the rest of 
the time at grandpa’s land.

The reason why this place is so special is because 
me and my family get to spend time with my baby 
cosen and uncle. Also my grandma and grandpa. 
Plus my family and I get to have a blast together!
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Grade 4 Expository
The Low End of an Accomplished Performance

I love spending time at a baseball park. I love all 
the people screaming when you smash a ball out 
of the park or when you field a grounder and gun 
it to first base and the ump yells OUT!

My favorite part of spending time at a baseball 
park is just being able to set foot on the dark 
green grass and the orange, brown dirt. It makes 
you feel like a real pro. Sometimes I just walk to 
the mound and practice my windup, or I may step 
up to homeplate and practice my stance and my 
swing, but when its game time I act serious no 
horseplay, no goofin around. I act like its the

14



Grade 4 Expository
The Low End of an Accomplished Performance

World Series and we’re playing against the number 
one team.

My other favorite part is sitting in the dougout. 
This is the time in a game where you can relax, get 
a drink, and eat some peanuts, and you get to put 
on your helmet and batting gloves, choose your bat 
and go hit.

I love spending time at a baseball park. It just 
makes me feel good to spend time there. I love to 
play baseball. I’m playing up this year, and I’ve 
already smashed one ball out of the park and I’m 
sure I’ll do it plenty of other times to.
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2014 Grade 7 Expository Prompt

READ the following quotation.

True humor is fun—it does not put down,
kid, or mock. It makes people feel wonderful,         
not separate, different, and cut off.

─Hugh Prather

THINK carefully about the following question.

Does humor make life better?

WRITE an essay explaining whether it is important 
to laugh.

16



Grade 7 Expository
The High End of a Basic Performance

What if we lived in a world with out humor? Life 
surely would not be as enjoyable. Personally for 
me humor makes the world go round. I would not 
be able to live without humor.

Humor is fun as long as you don’t mis use it. 
When you hurt somebody’s feelings it’s no longer 
humor, its bullying. Many people take humor as 
just poking fun at somebody to be mean. Now a 
days there are a lot of movies with humor in 
them. You will honestly see humor every where 
you go. Whether its work or school. Teachers use 
it, clients use it, almost every body has a sense of 
humor.
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Grade 7 Expository
The High End of a Basic Performance

The bad part of humor though is that if you 
don’t use it at the right places, it could get you in 
trouble. Say for example, you would’nt want to 
use humor at a funeral. A common place for 
humor is at birthday parties. That’s why people 
hire clowns.

Now you see humor can be fun, as long as 
nobody gets their feelings hurt. Be open minded 
with it and try it every once in a while, you’ll love 
it.
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Grade 7 Expository
The Low End of a Satisfactory Performance

There is a fine line between humor and bullying 
nowadays. True humor can be confused or 
misinterpreted as a put down, mockery or 
kidding. When used in the correct manner, a good 
joke can be all someone needs to brighten their 
day because, after all, laughter is the best 
medicine.

For example, maybe a young, insecure, boy 
might be having a bad day. A joke could go both 
ways. It could cheer him up, possibly for the 
entire day. But, if said or taken the wrong way, 
could cause the boy to do or say something he 
might regret.
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Grade 7 Expository
The Low End of a Satisfactory Performance

Never the less, when people can be cautious 
and think about what they plan to say before they 
say it, a good joke is all you need to contentment. 
Because of the act of ignorance, some people 
truly feel bullied and get hurt. It is not the bullied 
that are ignorant, but is the bullies that are.

For instance, a thoughtless girl might 
unintentionally spread a hurtful rumor. The 
person whom the rumor is about could either be 
upset or intimidated. Either way, the innocent act 
was not humorous but hurtful.

So remember, it is important to laugh, but at 
true humor, not sheer ignorance.
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Grade 7 Expository
The Low End of an Accomplished Performance

I believe that laughing is a very important part 
of a person’s life. I can’t begin to think how 
different my life would be if I hadn’t heard a funny 
joke or hear someone make a funny noise and 
just laugh as hard as I could.

My family is very humorous, so I laugh a lot 
more than other people. My  dad is very funny, he 
is the funniest person I know and he makes me 
laugh every day. If I laugh every day, then 
laughing must be important.

Laughing can change the ecosystem in a room, 
filling it with joy and happiness. I remember the
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Grade 7 Expository
The Low End of an Accomplished Performance

the first time my little cousin laughed, and 
everyone in the room was suddenly filled with joy, 
saying “Did you hear that? That was his first 
laugh!” I don’t even remember why he laughed, 
but I remember him laughing for the first time.

From a baby’s first laugh to an old man’s deep 
chuckle, laughing is one of the most important 
things in a person’s life. Everyone that has 
laughed experienced joy, delight, mirth, and most 
importantly humor. That is why laughing is 
important to me.
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Know where students are on the scoring 
continuum, understand the developmental 

issues, and work from there!

2        3         4         5          6          7         8           

Weak Strong
Ineffective Effective
Vague/General Precise/Specific
Uncontrolled Well Controlled

PROGRESSION
DEVELOPMENT
WORD CHOICE
SENTENCES
CONVENTIONS

1
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Victoria Young
Director of Reading, Writing, and Social   

Studies Assessments
Texas Education Agency

512-463-9536
victoria.young@tea.texas.gov
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